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REINFORCEMENTS  REACH  LINCOLN,  WEST  AFRICA* 


....First,  a  Word  of  History 
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Two  years  ago,  friends  of  Africa,  who  wer£  also  .personal 

^  *  *<1'  * 

friends  of  Mr.  Heli  Chatelain,  formed  theiTmLAERrcAN  League. 
They  desired  to  oppose  the  internal  slavery  and  slave-trade  of 
Africa,  and  to  prove,  in  a  new  way,  that  even  the  most  degraded 
African  natives  could  be  both  civilized  and  Christianized.  Mr. 
Chatelain  had  already  been  a  faithful  lay  missionary  in  Africa. 


Mr.  Chatelain,  at  LINCOLN,  with  Group  of  Natives. 


By  reason  of  his  mastery  of  African  languages,  as  well  as  by 
his  travels  and  researches,  he  had  gained  world-wide  recognition 
as  one  of  the  great  authorities  with  reference  to  the  Dark  Con¬ 
tinent.  Though  physically  frail  and  crippled,  it  was  his  con- 

*  See  map,  page  6. 


suming  desire  to  return  to  Africa  for  the  founding  of  towns,  or 
stations,  composed  of  liberated  slaves  and  such  free  natives  as 
would  give  up  rum,  slavery,  polygamy,  witchcraft,  and  adopt 
civilized  ways.  He  believed  that  such  towns,  established 

IN  REGIONS  WHERE  THE  DEGRADATION  AND  WOE  WERE  GREATEST, 
WOULD  TEND  TO  OPPOSE  EFFECTIVELY  THAT  INTERNAL  SLAVERY 
WHICH  IS  COMPUTED  TO  INCLUDE  FIFTY  MILLIONS  OF  SLAVES  HELD 
BY  NATIVE  SAVAGE  MASTERS,  AND  WHOSE  CRUELTIES  ANNUALLY 

destroy  a  half  million  lives.  He  was  confident  that  such 
towns  would  serve  as  “cities  of  refuge”  for  hunted  fugitives, 
and  would  constantly  send  forth  a  strong,  peaceful,  Christian¬ 
izing  influence.  He  desired  to  take  with  him  Christian  helpers 
who  could  teach  the  natives  all  the  fundamental  arts,  the  ready 
production  of  fire,  the  construction  of  sanitary  dwellings,  the 
burning  of  bricks,  civilized  house-keeping,  the  mining  and 
working  of  metals,  a  more  productive  agriculture,  the  breeding 
of  improved  cattle,  the  tanning  of  leather,  the  use  of  water¬ 
power,  the  care  of  the  sick,  the  healing  of  wounds,  reading  and 
writing ;  and  all  this  in  the  name  and  spirit  of  Christ.  He 
wished  to  live  among  the  most  depraved  and  despised  “as  one 
who  serves”;  by  deeds  of  love  winning  their  trust  and  causing 
them  blessedly  to  wonder  why  such  unselfish  devotion  was  be¬ 
stowed  upon  them.  In  reponse  to  that  trustful  wonder, — as 
soon  as  the  native  language  could  be  at  all  acquired, — the 
story  of  the  Cross  was  to  be  simply,  persuasively  told.  His 
plan  was  not  to  “  civilize  first  and  Christianize  afterward,”  but 
to  make  civilizing  agencies  the  means,  under  God,  of  gaining, 
for  saving  Christian  truth,  ready  and  full  access  to  the  heart 
and  life.  He  had  faith  in  the  universal  appeal  of  Christian  love. 

He  further  planned  that  he  and  his  lay  helpers  who,  alike, 
were  to  receive  no  salaries,  should  make  their  work  speedily 
self-supporting.  They  were,  in  the  main,  to  live  on  native  food 
properly  prepared,  build  their  houses  after  the  general  likeness 
of  native  houses,  and  produce  chiefly  their  own  supplies  of 
meat,  grain  and  vegetables.  By  honest  exchange  of  cloth  and 
manufactured  articles  for  ivory  or  wax  or  rubber,  and  the 
marketing  of  such  native  products,  they  were  to  replenish  their 
resources  of  money. 

For  location,  Mr.  Chatelain  chose  the  high  tableland  of 
Portuguese  West  Africa  (see  map),  where  the  native  tribes  are 
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strong  and  numerous,  the  climate  perfectly  healthful,  and  the 
soil  very  fertile  and  well  watered. 

On  the  23d  of  July,  1897,  Mr.  Chatelain  sailed  from  New 
York,  taking  with  him  four  young  associates:  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  C.  Bell  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  T.  Lea.  By  the  last 
of  November  they  reached  their  proposed  destination,  and 
chose  the  site  for  the  town  of  Lincoln,  five  thousand  feet  above 
the  sea,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  coast 
(see  map),  where  the  first  mission-station  has  been  established. 

On  the  5th  of  June  last,  for  the  reinforcement  of  the  station 
at  Lincoln,  three  young  men  who  seemed  providentially  raised 
up  for  the  work,  left  this  country,  landing  at  Benguella  on  the 
West  Coast,  late  in  July,  and  reaching  Lincoln  early  in  August 
— George  H.  Dowkontt,  John  E.  Henderson,  and  Henry  Neipp. 


Henry  Neipp.  Geo.  H.  Dowkontt.  J.  E.  Henderson. 

Arrival  at  LINCOLN,  August  7,  1898. 

By  their  arrival,  every  department  of  the  station’s  work  has 
been  greatly  strengthened — the  medical,  agricultural,  mechanical 
and  educational.  Letters  have  been  received  from  them,  in 
which  they  bear  new  and  emphatic  witness  to  the  wonders  which 
God  has  enabled  the  mission  to  accomplish.  Permanent  build- 
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ings;  extensive  fields  successfully  cultivated  in  all  kinds  of 
growths;  a  farm-yard  well  stocked;  water-power  secured;  traffic 
with  natives,  mutually  beneficial  to  both  seller  and  buyer; 
hundreds  of  natives  somewhat  acquainted  with  civilized  ways, 
by  reason  of  their  working  for  the  mission;  the  warm  friendship 
of  native  tribes, — chiefs,  head-men  and  common  people;  the 
hearty  approval  of  the  Portuguese  authorities  in  Africa; — these 
are  among  the  definite  results  of  the  first  twelve  months. 

Add  to  all  this,  Mr.  Chatelain’s  wonderful  mastery  of  the 
native  language — the  Umbundu;  his  teaching  the  natives  to  sing 
hymns,  some  of  which  he  himself  has  translated  or  composed; 
his  success  in  peacefully  protecting  helpless  tribes  from  their 
ruthless  enemies,  or  succoring  those  who  had  been  plundered  ; 
his  speaking  of  Christ  to  hundreds  of  reverently  listening 
natives;  together  with  the  mission’s  general  influence  in  favor 
of  civilized  Christian  life;  and  the  total  result  will  surely  be 
recognized  as  occasion  for  devout  thanksgiving.  It  is  believed 

THAT  SELDOM,  IN  THE  HISTORY  OF  CHRISTIAN  MISSIONS,  HAS  SUCH 
PROGRESS  BEEN  MADE  DURING  THE  FIRST  YEAR.  THE  PLAN 

which  Stanley  and  other  Africanists  warmly  commended, 

HAS  PROVED  TO  HAVE  WITH  IT  THE  SPECIAL  FAVOR  OF  GOD. 

Already  Mr.  Chatelain  has  discovered  new  strategic  points 
at  which  other  towns  or  mission-stations  should  be  established 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  Beyond  him  are  many  mil¬ 
lions  to  whom  no  messenger  of  peace  and  love  has  yet  been 
sent.  The  natives  of  his  present  vicinity  have  given  him  a  new 
name,  calling  him,  in  their  own  language,  “  Kahenda,”  which 
means  “the  compassionate  one.”  No  doubt  there  are  other 
and  still  more  savage  tribes  waiting  to  give  him  and  his  faithful 
co-workers  similar  welcome. 

The  European  powers  are  partitioning  Africa  among  them¬ 
selves,  and  often,  to  the  poor  natives,  the  hand  of  so-called 
civilization  is  the  hand  of  destruction.  The  wail  of  Africa  is, 
in  Burton’s  words,  “We  are  the  flesh,  they  are  the  knife.” 
The  Philafrican  League  desires,  in  its  way,  to  prove  to  the 
world  that  a  better  use  can  be  made  of  the  native  African  than 
to  deepen  his  degradation,  and  then  to  destroy  him  as  being  too 
low  for  improvement.  Confessedly  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost. 

Well  might  Mackay,  of  Uganda,  say:  “Africa  is  bleeding 
out  her  life-blood  at  every  pore.”  No  wonder  that  Living- 
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stone’s  last  plea  was  in  the  words:  “All  I  can  add  in  my 
solitude  is,  ‘  May  Heaven’s  richest  blessing  come  down  on 

EVERY  ONE,  AMERICAN,  ENGLISH  OR  TURK,  WHO  WILL  HELP  TO 
HEAL  THIS  OPEN  SORE  OF  THE  WORLD  !  ’  *’ 

As  for  the  Philafrican  League  itself,  it  may  be  stated  that 
it  is  truly  unsectarian.  It  seeks  to  unite  the  friends  of  Christ  for 
the  help  of  Africa.  Among  its  officers  are  representatives  of  all 
parts  of  our  own  country  and  of  Canada.  Its  Board  of  Directors 
and  Executive  Committee,  include  well-known  business  men. 
All  its  affairs  are  conducted  on  business  principles.  Its  Treas¬ 
urer  is  President  of  one  of  the  strong  banks  of  New  York  city. 
Mr.  Chatelain  himself  is  in  personal  charge  of  its  field  opera¬ 
tions.  The  officers  of  the  League  have  thus  far  contributed 
scarce  less  than  one-half  of  all  its  funds.  If  the  money  is  given, 
the  League  will,  in  due  time,  establish  a  succession  of  civilized 
Christian  towns  or  stations  across  the  Dark  Continent,  from  the 
Portuguese  West  Coast  to  Lake  Nyassa.  Experience  proves 

THAT  NOT  MORE  THAN  TEN  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  IS  REQUIRED  FOR 
THE  FOUNDING  OF  A  STATION  WHICH,  IN  THREE  YEARS,  WILL, 
DOUBTLESS,  BE  SELF-SUPPORTING,  AND  THEREAFTER  SELF-PROPA- 
•GATING. 

Three  hundred  dollars  will  support  a  worker  for  the 
first  year. 

Three  hundred  dollars  will  carry  a  worker  to  the  field. 
Fifty  dollars  is  a  “share”  in  the  outfit. 

Twenty-five  dollars  is  a  “half  share.” 

One  dollar  annually  constitutes  membership  in  the  League. 
Fifty  dollars  at  one  time  constitutes  a  Life  Member. 

One  hundred  dollars  at  one  time  constitutes  a  Patron. 
Contributions  are  now  required  for  purchasing  the  simplest 
form  of  saw=mill,  grist=mill,  and  metaMathe.  “  He  gives  twice 

WHO  GIVES  QUICKLY.” 

All  checks  and  money  orders  should  be  made  payable  to  the 
Philafrican  Liberators’  League,  and  be  addressed  to  the 
Treasurer,  Mr.  Horace  E.  Garth  (President  of  the  Mechanics’ 
National  Bank,  N.  Y.),  United  Charities  Building,  Twenty-second 
-Street  and  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York  City. 
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On  the  above  “High  Tableland,”  whose  altitude  is  from 
five  thousand  to  seven  thousand  feet,  and  whose  climate  is  thor¬ 
oughly  salubrious,  it  is  proposed  to  establish  the  League’s  na¬ 
tive,  civilized,  self-supporting,  self-propagating  towns.  Lincoln, 
as  seen  on  the  map,  is  the  first  station,  about  150  miles  from 
the  coast. 
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PHILAFRICAN  LIBERATORS'  LEAGUE, 

For  the  Extinction  of  African  Slavery  by  Founding  Native  Christian 

Towns  in  Africa* 

ROOM  517,  UNITED  CHARITIES  BUILDING, 

FOURTH  AVENUE  AND  22D  STREET, 

NEW  YORK. 

PRESIDENT. 

Rev.  L.  T.  Chamberlain,  D.D. 


Field  Manager, 

HeLI  Ch  4.TELAIN. 

VICE-MANAGER,  TREASURER, 

Geo.  H.  IJoyvkontt,  M.D.  Horace  E.  Garth,  Esq. 

OFFICE  SECRETARY, 

Louisa  K.  Jackson. 

Paul  Du  Chaillu,  Esq., 

Rev.  Lyman  Abbott,  D.D., 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Bishop  J.  C.  Hartzell, 

Rev.  A.  F.  Beard,  D.D., 

Rev.  William  Hayes  Ward,  D.D.,  Rev.  Joachim  Elmendorf,  D.D. 


Gen.  John  Eaton, 

Pres.  W.  P.  Thirkield, 

Cyrus  C.  Adams,  Esq., 

Pres.  Wm.  Goodell  Frost, 

Pres.  H.  B.  Frissell, 

S.  W,  Woo.dward,  Esq. 

Hon.  Chas.  P.  Daly, 

Rev.  L.  T.  Chamberlain,  D.D., 
Rev.  Josiih  Strong,  D.D., 

Hon.  Fred.  R.  Coudert, 

Dr.  Louis  Klopsch, 

Rev.  David  H.  Greer,  D.D., 
Rev.  W.  H.  P.  Faunce,  D.D., 
Rev.  David  J.  Burrell,  D.D., 
Wm.  J.  Schieffelin,  Esq., 
Horace  E.  Garth,  Pres., 

Dr.  Albert  Shaw, 

Herbert  Welsh,  Esq., 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Frank  Vincent,  Esq., 

Pres.  Daniel  C.  Gilman, 

Rev.  W.  W.  Atterbury,  D.D., 

Mrs.  Fred’k  Douglas, 

Dr.  C.  E.  Welch, 

Senator  John  T.  Morgan, 

Pres.  Booker  T.  Washington, 

Rev.  John  H.  Edwards,  D.D., 

Gen.  A.  L.  Chetlain, 

Hon.  Thomas  B.  Bryan, 

Pres.  Geo.  Munro  Grant, 

Arthur  D.  Chambers,  Esq. 

W.  W.  Atterbury, 
John  H.  Edwards, 
Josiah  Strong, 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Louis  Klopsch, 

Arthur  D.  Chambers, 

William  Jay  Schieffelin, 

L.  T.  Chamberlain. 

First  settlement,  “  Lincoln,”  in  the  Angola  country,  W.  Africa. 
PLEASE  DO  NOT  DESTROY  THIS  PAPER.  PASS  IT  ON. 
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Mr.  Frank  T.  Lea 


Mr.  William  C.  Bell, 


MR.  HELI  CHATELA1N 


Mr.  Henry  Neipp 


Dr.  J.  E.  Henderson 


DR.  GEO.  H.  DOWKONTT. 
Missionaries  at  LINCOLN,  West  Africa. 
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